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Procedure:

➢ Students answered questions asked about time management, extracurricular activities 
(including late buses, club, and sports), the House Model, and general FHS topics

➢ 936 students out of 2500 students responded to the survey, approximately 37% of the student 
body. 

➢ The survey was translated to Spanish and Portuguese (separate forms)
➢ 37 students responded to the Spanish version and 96 students responded to the Portuguese 

version (Environmental survey 9 Spanish & 13 Portuguese)
➢ Sent an e-mail to the student body on February 16th & February 28th
➢ Sent an e-mail to teachers to encourage their students to fill out the survey on Feb. 28th
➢ Went on the loudspeaker on February 28th to inform and encourage students to fill out the 

survey 
➢ Promoted the survey on “The Early Bird”



Student Population:

Freshman: 291 out of 762 (38.2% of Grade 9)

Sophomore: 247 out of 647 (38.2% of Grade 10)

Junior: 242 out of 616 (39.3% of Grade 11)

Senior: 156 out of 514 (30.4% of Grade 12)

Total: 936 participants (including Spanish & Portuguese 
reponses)



Time Management



Have you ever taken a late bus before?



If you have not taken a late bus after school, what was the reason why 
(please check ALL that apply)?

Spanish

Portuguese



Do you feel like you are able to access after-school support services such as late buses, 
OTI (Opportunity to Improve), library after school hours, and/or individual teacher help?



Do you feel like you are easily able to make up work, participate in the 
extracurriculars that interest you, participate in sports, etc?



If not, what is preventing you from doing so? (If no response, please type "N/A")

“I have other things after school like 
a job which makes it difficult to 
make up any missing work and 
participate in extracurricular.”

“Lots of clubs are on the same day 
and if you do a sport it is basically 
impossible to do any clubs. If you 
did a sport the first season it feels 
weird to join a club in the middle of 
the year.”

“I don't know how to join them or 
where they're held and who to ask 
about them.”

“No sabia que habia autobus de 
tarde.” - I don’t know if there are 
late buses

“No siempre hay cupo, y también 
depende de mi horario. Intenté 
cambiar mis clases a unas que me 
gustan pero no estaban disponibles 
para mi.”



What do you currently take advantage of after-school (please check ALL that 
apply)?

Spanish

Portuguese



If there are any supports that you do not use, what is preventing you from accessing 
these support services?

“Clubs because I don't know 
much information about 
them or people in them”

“The bus stops of the late  
buses…I still have to walk 
about 30 minutes from the 
bus stop”

“I did not know about 
OTI until the second 
semester, I walk to 
school and do not have 
a bus to take, I don't 
like sports so I don't 
participate”

“I have never 
heard of OTI”



Bulletin Board of Clubs Across the Library



How beneficial do you feel advisory blocks built into the school day would be if 
implemented here at FHS?



How could advisory blocks be beneficial to you or the school community? (If you 
have no response please type "N/A")

“As someone who participated 
in activities in both the fall 
(sport) and winter(drama 
company), and planning on 
doing a spring sport, I feel 
advisory would be a great 
opportunity to work on 
homework, or seek extra 
help”

“If there was a block of time 
during the school day where 
they can relax and complete 
any homework or other 
activities they enjoy, I feel like 
students will be more 
productive and happier 
overall” 



What classes do you wish FHS offered for students that are missing from the Class 
Offerings/Program of Studies (including electives, realistically)?

AP Micro/Macro 
Economics-popular response

More language options 
(Japanese)

AP Human Geography
Architecture*

African American 
History course*

Real estate

Intro to Pre-Med

* these courses are offered



Extracurriculars



What would allow you to become more involved with your steering committee?

● English survey: many students felt that the steering committees should meet more than once a week so 
people with conflicts on the certain meeting day could still attend. 

● Many do not know what the committees do. Student requested for more frequent grade assemblies and 
more explanations chances to get involved. 

● Spanish and Portuguese surveys: most students did not know anything about the steering committee 
and the ones who did felt like it was not accessible to them because of the language barrier.

● Students also feel overall that the Steering Committee for their classes are not worthwhile. 

"More interactions with the class 
officers personally, or being able to talk 
to them"

"If emails were sent out after meetings 
discussing what happened. Sending out 
Google forms for input from students who 
were unable to attend would also be helpful"



What clubs do you wish were offered, but are missing from FHS (realistically)?

Repeated ideas across all surveys included clubs for:

➢ Auto Mechanics
➢ Coding*
➢ Cooking*
➢ Cosmetology*
➢ Finance/Economics
➢ Gaming* (currently is a club)
➢ Music Creation
➢ Receiving extra help with English (ESL students)
➢ Sports Activities club for those don't have enough 

time for full-time sports)
➢ Yoga 

* used to be a club



What sports do you wish were offered, but are missing from FHS (realistically)?

People across all surveys wished that the following sports were offered:

➢ Ping Pong
➢ Archery
➢ Badminton 
➢ Rugby
➢ Curling
➢ Figure Skating
➢ Powerlifting
➢ Snowboarding
➢ Martial Arts
➢ Spikeball (now a club!)



House Model



House Model 



Do you feel the new House Model is more or less effective than the previous 
model?

● English survey, 13.5% felt like their 
experience declined with the shift to 
the house model. 

● Spanish survey, 20% of students felt 
like their experience declined, and 
12% for the Portuguese survey!

● The new house model has had an 
overall positive impact on the school 
environment for students. 



Do you feel like your House suite is 
inviting and comfortable compared to 
how it was previously?

● For the English survey, less than 7% of 
students felt that their house was not as 
welcoming as the previous guidance system. 

● Additionally, over 40% of people felt more 
welcomed in the house model. 

● Spanish & Portuguese surveys, students 
overall feel much more comfortable and invited 
in this new model. 

● These graphs, show the general consensus 
being that the house model is a good change.



What is one thing you like about the House Model? (If you have no response please 
type "N/A")

● Students seem to like the atmosphere, organization, and the relationships they have developed in 
their respective house. 

● Families seemed to greatly like the fact that siblings now have the same counselor & VP. 

● English survey: many students felt like it has become much easier to meet with their counselor. 

● Portuguese survey: many students love that the secretary of the Blue house speaks their language 
and they feel like they are treated greatly by everyone! 

● Spanish survey: students are appreciative and applauding the service provided to them and feel 
everyone in their house is always polite towards them.



What is one thing you dislike about the House Model? (If you have no response, 
please type "N/A")

● Students in the English survey dislike the fact that after numerous years, they changed the 
counselor that they previously had. This ultimately ruined their previous relationship, and 
they felt the change was quite abrupt. Some felt the communication between the house and 
main office is conflicting. 

● In the Portuguese survey, one student mentioned, “nao tenha pessoas que falem portugues 
na casa silver” - nobody that speaks their language in the Silver house (secretary speaks 
Spanish). Another noted, fica no basement” - in the basement, referring to the Green 
House. Most mentioned that they like the current model, “a praticidade e a rapidez pra 
resolver as coisas” - the practicality and speed in resolving things. 

● In the Spanish survey, most students did not have anything that they disliked. One student 
said, “ami me gusta todo” - I like everything.  



General FHS Topics



What area(s) are strengths of FHS (please check ALL that apply)?

Some strengths that students noted were: 
class/course offerings, academics, 
after-school clubs, and opportunities for 
students



How would you rank the following topics, from most to least important, in regards 
to importance to FHS?

English survey: Advisory Block (top), 
Racial Diversity Student Committee, 
Social Emotional Learning (SEL), and 
Bystander Training
Spanish & Portuguese surveys: SEL, 
Advisory Block, Bystander Training, and 
Racial Diversity Student Committee 

Spanish
Portuguese



Which area(s) of FHS would you like to see changed or which need improvement 
(please check ALL that apply)?

Some areas of improvement 
that students noted were: 
incorporating useful life skills 
into the curriculum, start time, 
utilization of space, and lunch 
options. 



Do you feel that the student voice is represented in FHS?

English: Majority of respondents were 
undecided on the question, with more 
than 25% indicating that student voice 
is represented. 

Spanish: 35% of respondents were 
undecided, with 54% indicating that 
student voice is represented. 

Portuguese: 44.8% of respondents were 
undecided and 40.6% indicating that 
student voice is represented. 



If no, what do you think FHS can do to better represent the student voice? (If no 
response, please type "N/A")

Common Student Responses: 
“Ask us for our opinions more often, make administration more accessible…actually listen to and 
consider our opinions for positive change (make us FEEL listened to)” “Hold a meeting where the 
principals and or vice principals hear student opinions on certain topics”
“Send out more surveys and ask for students opinions more”/“Have a type of mail box thing where 
we can deliver opinions that are read to high level people from the school.”
“Have more surveys, and release general responses from the student body, for example, if a large 
percentage of students mentioned a topic, it would make sense if that was addressed or 
acknowledged by the FHS committee.”

Portuguese “Da mais oportunidades aos alunos” - more opportunities for students

Spanish “Escuchar nuestras opiniones acerca de cualquier cambio que queramos hacer en lugar de 
tenernos sufriendo con lo que no nos gusta, como estar obligados a tomar clases que no nos gustan.” 
- listen to our opinions around any changes that we want instead…such as being forced to take a 
class we don’t like. 



Did you attend one of five the focus groups that the SAC held in November? 
If you did not attend one of the focus groups, why did you not do so? 

Majority of students indicated that they did not attend one of the focus groups due to the 
following reasons:

➢ Did not know about them 
➢ Busy and/or had other commitments 
➢ Sports practices happening concurrently
➢ Homework
➢ Work



How to Improve:

- Including students in discussions regarding topics that will impact students and have a significant 
impact on them

- Listening to students’ needs through ways, such as assemblies, scheduled meetings after-school 
for students to voice their opinions or concerns about topics

- Informing students about all of the opportunities that are available, especially after-school clubs, 
since many students mentioned that they are not sure which clubs are available to them and/or 
how to join 

- Some students mentioned that having more surveys and having the general responses released to 
the FHS community => sharing the School Committee presentation (i.e. including it in weekly 
newsletters)

- Increasing the number of courses and levels that apply to real-world situations (i.e. taxes, 
financial literacy, civics)



Conclusion
➢ The House Model system has either remained the same or improved from the previous system
➢ Many students mentioned that they would like to get e-mails or updates from their steering 

classes and how they can get involved
➢ Most students indicated that they have access to after-school opportunities, support services, and 

they can make-up work easily (those that could not had work, sports, or other commitments)
➢ Having an advisory block would be helpful
➢ There are a variety of course, club, and sports suggestions provided by respondents
➢ Areas of strength: academics, course offerings, after-school clubs, and opportunities for students
➢ Areas of improvement: utilization of space, incorporating useful life skills into the curriculum, 

and lunch options
➢ 936 students responded to the survey (~37% of the student body)
➢ There is a disconnect between what students do not think are offered, but actually are


